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Acts 9:29-31

29 [Saul] talked and debated with the
Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him.
30 When the believers learned of this, they

took him down to Caesarea and sent him
off to Tarsus. 31 Then the church
throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed a time of peace and was
strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord
and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it
increased in numbers.
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Church Histories...

Creation Noah Abraham David

Jesus rusade

Flood Exodus
o 1000 2000 3000

“But you WI|| recelve power when the Holy Splrlt
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and In all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth” -Ac 1:8-



Religions Now...
‘ /orld’'s Largest Religious

how many churches are in the world? ¢ over Time
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Estimating the exact number of churches worldwide is challenging, but it's believed : WO.Z
there are approximately 37 million church buildings globally 1 . This number B -

includes various denominations and sizes of congregations.
how many church denomination in the world? 8
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There are approximately 45,000 to 47,000 Christian denominations worldwide 1
2. This number includes a wide variety of traditions, beliefs, and practices within

Christianity, reflecting its rich diversity. - | ’
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Church...Then & Now?

Monastery of Saint Thaddeus, built in 66 AD, in Iran v
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Church... What Kind of...? Many Churches with many Jesus

19th century
 John Nichols Thom (1799-1838)...claimed to be the reincarnation of JESUS Christ ...

* Arnold Potter (1804-1872)...claimed the spirit of JESUS Christ ...

« William W. Davies (1833-1906)... declared his son was the JESUS Christ.

 Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, India (1835-1908), claimed to be...the likeness of JESUS,
 Cyrus Teed (1839-1908), American physician, claimed to be the incarnation of JESUS Christ

« Carl Browne (1849-1914), American activist...claimed to be the partial reincarnation of JESUS
20th century

 Ernest Norman (1904-1971), an American electrical engineer ...was allegedly JESUS in a past life...
« Krishna Venta (1911-1958), born...in San Francisco...he stated that he was Christ...

« Jesu Oyingbo (1915-1988), a Nigerian man who proclaimed himself to be JESUS Christ returned.

« Ahn Sahng-hong (1918-1985), a South Korean...recognize him as the Second Coming of JESUS.
 Sun Myung Moon (1920-2012), believed by members of the Unification Church to be the Messiah

« Jim Jones (1931-1978), founder of Peoples Temple...claimed to be the reincarnation of JESUS

« Marshall Applewhite (1931-1997), an American... declaring, "I, JESUS—Son of God

 Laszlo Toth (b. 1938), Hungarian-born Australian who claimed he was JESUS Christ

« Ariffin Mohammed (1943-2016)...is believed by his followers to have been the incarnation of JESUS,
« Mitsuo Matayoshi (1944-2018) a Japanese politician...his conviction that he is God and Christ

« Hogen Fukunaga (b. 1945)... claimed to have realized he was the reincarnation of JESUS Christ

« José Luis de Jesus (1946-2013), claimed the resurrected Christ "integrated himself within me" ....

en.wikipedia.org/



What i1s Church?
In the Old Testaments

“Praise the LORD. Sing to the LORD a new song, his
praise in the assembly of his faithful people” -ps 149:1-

In the New Testaments

“God has put all things under the authority of Christ
and has made him head over all things for the benefit

of the church. 23 And the church is his body...”
-Eph 1:22-23-
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From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya: A Biographical History hristtan Missions 2" ed.



pavartte ] Cool THE CHURCH

Bishopric [JPagan

Bishopric founded in C6 [_]Pagans converted to Catholicism I N T I I E W E ST

++mm

NORTH
SEA e | BALTIC IN THE 6th
: , SEA
Bangor+ C E N T U RY

Clonard

. "/;/
/ ANGLE VNG
Ardmore ¢ LAIND S /2;\""})‘.5(‘/':/‘;’5»".’5 Ty
* Lond.onk
Canterbury ® TOL_I+I:nai @ Cologne Ch u rCh E t
rror types
L g m
) Position
pellh e “KINGDOM Z@ / Pt
; / : OF THE FRANKS ALLEMANNI BAVARIANS = = Ch - t -
ATLANTIC e i e Ch rISt IS rnstis a
s Macon+ .
ocen oo 0 truly God created being
I P et Nicea, 325 (Arius)
Toulouse ® Uz/es m Arles X ////
BASQUES Carcassonne++ Agde -'*.I'oulon > = \.f/f&f/ )

Full Dominant Logos

Braga~ VISIGOTHIC , % . ,

: _KINGDOM %, h -t th

::j:k Silcledo S \%% umanl y Over e
‘ BRUTTIUM « ™ - h -t
-y MEDITERRANEAN SEA Riom AN Of Chr|St. umani y

s mSeville

SICILY
Carthage 3

whe - fmeimessee o Constantinople, 381 (Apollinarus):

NUMIDIA 100 200 300
NUMIDI

R A Theology for the Church



[ ] Roman Catholic We
[] Orthodox East

THE GREAT SCHISM: 1054

7 NORWAY J oA ] Muslim northern li
T A ARY: 2 Béé;/( Novgorode | @ Patriarchate
SEA " SWEDEN , (7 ..
A Political
' { o
“ DEN MAR K . £ e
o 5T T ’ RS S 1A rivalry
‘. RELAND e o
ENGLAND Hamburg z
: Londog > e POLAND 6?3
Winchestere.. pzig
. Krakov Kieve Q
ATLANTIC I8 P, epe,
: 5 ROMAN "SR, 23 C .
OCEAN . Chartres EMPIRE : I f
o HUNGARY ™ Halicz pipenees alms O
FRANCE _ A
« Mll.an VENICE 5, Pap aCy
SouRunny  comy Belgrade ;
y Genoa Rasenna A\ Danube®— | ; ;
' = o BULGARIA LACK SEA
. LEON NAVARRE - Margeiu(g;m S"TAAPTAELS i eTrnovo
= ARAGON Rome® e Constantinople
= CASTILE (7 Nsarileso s ‘:Chalcedon
= alerno :
S 1quspOToledo M NP0 | . BYZANTINE gy Nicaea
§ - Norman invaders * Palermo  \SICHIES X RE . : : IC O n
Se\‘ille V% .smw ; 1 | Antioch OL\Aehtene
‘ 4/0 ’ 9, et . Edessa 2 t :
2 (3 = contrive-
4 (RETE Antioch &
v, i CYPRUS <
7 7o 3ma
2 ERR gy, ’ P, I’5y
¢ N Sey %
(& Alexandri -
o ! p y exancra @ Jerusalem
iles A F,q” [ .
0100 300 _ 500 E Mip CALIPHATE: leference

k-4 a/_,/v

O I I
0100 300 500 700
Kilometers

Atlas of Christian History
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Atlas of Christian History
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The Downside of Christian Denominations

“Denominations are based on disagreements over
the interpretation of Scripture”

JESUS said, “a house divided against itself falls”

Luke 11:17

“A new command | give you: Love one another.
As | have loved you, so you must love one another.
35 By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.” ” jn 13:34-35

Got Questions? Bible Questions Answered



®¥Then the church throughout
Judea, Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed a time of peace and was
strengthened. Living In the fear
of the Lord and encouraged by

the Holy Spirit, it Increased |
numbers” -Acts 9:3
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