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Acts 2:38-44

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The
promise is for you and your children and for
all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our
God will call.” 40 With many other words
he warned them; and he pleaded with them,
“Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.”



Acts 2:38-44

41 Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were
added to their number that day. 42 They

devoted themselves to the aposties’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was
filled with awe at the many wonders and
signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the
believers were together and had everything
in common.
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A A (Acts 2:38-44)
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“‘Catacomb of Via Latina,k
Rome IV century”
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When you take refuge in a Church, do not
seek shelter merely in the place but in the
spirit of the place. For the Church is not wall
and roof but faith and life.

JOHN CHRYSOSTOM



The Distinctiveness

“| am the resurrection and the life;: he who
believes in Me will live even If he dies...” -n 11:25-

“If you remain in me and my words remain In
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done

for you...” -in 15:7-

“Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of

your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”
-Acts 2:38-



The Purpose

To praise God

“...you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation... you may declare the praises of him...”

-1 Pet 2:9-

To do good works

“for we are god’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works...” -Eph 2:10-

Dictionary of Bible Themes



The Purposes

To challenge Satan’s dominion

“His intent was that, through the church, the
manifold wisdom of God should be made known to

the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms...”
Eph 3:10-11

To go into the world...

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses In
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and

to the ends of the earth”-acts 1:s-

Dictionary of Bible Themes




Leadership

“Jesus Christ is the head of the church”

“He is before all things, and in him all things hold

together. 18 And he is the head of the body,
the church...”-colos 1:17-18-

“The Holy Spirit directs the church”

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be

shepherds of the church of God, which he bought
with his own blood” -Acts 20:2s-

Dictionary of Bible Themes



Leadership

Overseer (emiokomrog, Pastors, Presbyters, Elders, Bishops...)

“...the overseer is to be above reproach,
faithful to his wife, temperate,
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable...”1Tim 3:2

Deacons (diakovog, Servant, Minister...)

“In the same way, deacons are to be
worthy of respect, sincere,
not indulging in much wine,
and not pursuing dishonest gain...” -1Tim 3:8-10-

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church



. . . The Ephesian Ideal
Unity & Diversity e

“Make every effort
to keep the unity of
the Spirit through
the bond of peace.
4 There Is one body
and one Spirit... one
Lord, one faith, one
baptism; 6 one God

and Father of all...”
Eph 4:3-6
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From Pentecost to Patimos: Acts To Revelation, 2nd ed.



Denominations

DERCInIREWEIEM Catholic Church

Denominations Comparison: Compare 12 Major Denominations and Their Beliefs

Orthodox

Baptist

Presbyterian

consider Peter

Founder the first pope

the leading
patriarch in the
“Great Schism”

1612: John Smythe
and other English

1643-49;
Westminster
Standards define

View of
Scripture

Sacraments
(Baptism &
Eucharist)

“Baptism removes

changed into Jesus’

immersion of

of 1054 Puritans Presbyt_erlan
doctrine
46 OT with the
Apocrypha, 27 NT 49 OT, 27 NT 39 OT, 27 NT Same
bread & wine are : .
Baptism Is

for adults and

Haven &

Hell after purgatory.

before heaven

go immediately to
be with Christ

original sin” body and blood believers onl infants
(a Mystery) y
go to heaven At death, the sgﬁlc)sno?‘)gglgi;’e\t/relfs
Immediately or, faithful are purified Same
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(J Denominations Comparison: Compare 12 Major Denominations and Their Beliefs
Baptist Lutheran Methodist Anglican
1612: John 1517: Martin 1738: Conversion Lo NI, Al
oy VIl was declared
Smythe and other Luther’s ‘95 of John and head of the Church
English Puritans Theses Charles Wesley
of England
Same, Same, interpreted in
39 OT, 27 NT Same Bible is not light of tradition &
Infallible reason
. Baptls_m 'S for adults and
Immersion of nfants same same
believers only
Upon dying, The the faithful are
souls of believers purified to enjoy full
same same

go immediately to
be with Christ

communion with
God




"In essentials, unity
In hon-essentials, liberty
and in all things, charity”

“seems to have been first used in 1617 by Archbishop of Spalato (Croatia)
Marco Antonio de Dominis”
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