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Christianity in America



“I kind of read through the text and it seemed 

obvious to me that it had to be a local flood, 

not a global flood, and I was shocked to 

discover that there are all these Christians, and 

even Christian scholars that held to a global 

flood. 

And I wanted to figure out…how did this 

happen? …how did people get off track like 

this? And maybe I’m speaking a little bit 

pridefully here, but …that’s how I was 

operating in my youth…

Hugh Ross, The Flood, Part II, Audio Tape, 1990

Thomas J Kindell slide

“Hugh Ross is a leading 
proponent of “day-age” 
creationism. His 
ministry, “Reasons to 
Believe”, has charters in 
many U.S. cities 
including Seattle”

HughRoss

Reasonslogo

Views within Churches…

http://www.nwcreation.net/wiki/index.php?title=Image:HughRoss.jpg
http://www.nwcreation.net/wiki/index.php?title=Image:Reasonslogo.jpg
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History of Geological Interpretation

1669

The early 

Church

Nicolaus

Steno
(Danish anatomist 

& geologist)

The principle of 

Superposition.

Fossil by 

Noah’s flood.

A.D.

“Many 

early 

Christians 

attributed 

Fossils to 

Noah’s 

Flood.” 

“Where Did the Idea of "Millions of Years" Come From? from Dr. Terry Mortenson,  Answers book 2

Comte de 

Buffon
(French 

scientist)

1779

The earth was 

once like a hot 

molten ball.. 

cooled to reach 

its present 

state 

over about 

75,000 years

1796

Pierre 

Laplace
(French 

astronomer )

Solar system 

was 

once a hot, 

spinning 

gas cloud.. 

over long ages 

gradually 

cooled 

and condensed 

to form the 

planets. 

1809

Jean 

Lamarck, 
(French 

naturalist)

Advocated 

a theory of 

biological 

evolution 

James 

Hutton 
(Scottish 

geologist)

1795

Continents 

were  slowly 

eroded into 

the oceans. … 

gradually 

hardened …

 then raised… 

again eroded 

… hardened, 

and elevated. 

1812

Georges

 Cuvier 
(French

 comparative 

anatomist)

Over long, 

untold ages 

of earth 

history, 

many 

catastrophic 

Floods…

Charles 

Lyell

1833

Principles of 

Geology,

augmenting the 

ideas of Hutton

only present-

day processes..

rate…  should 

be used to 

interpret 

the rock record 

of past 

geological 

activity.

(British lawyer 

geologist)

Radiome-

tric dating 

methods

Ernest 

Rutherford

(British 

Physicist)

19031859

Origin 

of 

Species

Charles 

Darwin

The Renaissance……..     Humanism………        Naturalism………. 

Darwin chose 

to go with

the  “Trend 

of Old Earth”,

which is 

men’s 

assumptions!!



Its Impact…
Thomas 

Chalmers

“preach that 

“Christians 

should accept the 

millions of years..”

“all the time could 

fit between 

Genesis 1:1 and 

1:2”

John 

Fleming

“Noah’s 

flood was so 

peaceful that 

it left no 

lasting 

geological 

evidence”

Charles 

Spurgeon

Charles 

Hodge 

“Years ago we 

thought the beginning 

of this world was 

when Adam came 

upon it; but we have 

discovered that 

thousands of years 

before that God was 

preparing chaotic 

matter…” 

“Initially favored 

the gap theory 

and switched to 

the day-age 

view… His 

compromise 

contributed to the 

eventual victory 

of liberal theology 

at Princeton…”

(Presbyterian 

theologian at 

Princeton Seminary)

1855 ~18701804 1820

(Presbyterian

 pastor)

(Presbyterian 

Minister) 

(Baptist 

preachers)



March 29, 1962

IndoctriNation: Public Schools and the Decline of Christianity in America

Prayer Banned…



“No Longer Focused on God’s Word…”

en.wikipedia.org answersingenesis.org

beginning of 

creation God 



➢Historian Mike Hawkins argues, 

“it is accurate to describe Sumner as a 

social Darwinist…he draws directly upon 

evolutionary theory to explain society…”
   

“Before the tribunal of nature, a man has 

no more right to life than a rattlesnake… 

no more right to liberty than any wild 

beast… his right to pursuit of happiness is 

nothing but a license to maintain 

the struggle for existence ...”

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Graham_Sumner

An American 

Clergyman, 

Social Scientist 

at 

 Yale University

William Graham 

Sumner 

(1840 –1910) 

“…No More Right to Life than…” 



Impact on Church



Impact on Faith…

He once worked with Billy Graham ....

When There is No Future Information:

Man looks at The Present… 

But.. He became an agnostic, left faith…

Charles Templton said, “The world has 

evolved over millions of years…”
blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2013/05/09/charles-templeton-missing-jesus/http://www.templetons.com/brad/cbt.html

What people know…

Witness account:

Observable!

➔ Need No 

Assumption!! 

“He… 

became an evangelist

 in 1936…….

In 1948, attended 

Princeton Theological 

Seminary...”

What people think…

Many have said, 

“He is going to 

overturn the 

world with the 

Gospel”

…
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